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Stay Connected to SGIP

We continue to make progress on
our focus areas (OpenFMB,
Cybersecurity, and Test Beds).
SGIP has identified a lead for our
Test Bed focus and we will
introduce this individual to the
Testing & Certification Committee
later this month. Our SGIP Test
Bed lead will focus on documenting
the capabilities and identifying gaps
of existing test beds across the US.
Furthermore, he will create the
SGIP Test Bed strategy and the best manner in which we can serve
the utilities.
SGIP held its first in a series of Engage2015 Workshops. Our Engage
workshops are a way for utilities, independent power producers,
service providers and market collaborators to work together on focus
topics. We had 61 individuals attend our Engage workshop in Phoenix
with representation from 25 utilities. At this workshop we held our
official project kickoff of the OpenFMB Project. With the advent of
distributed energy resources, there is a need to for open standards to
network field devices to manage the twoway flow of power. This
project aims to drive market collaboration to adopt Internet of Things
(IoT) technology into our industry and shape the paradigm to a hybrid
model of central and distributed management. We also held a
Cybersecurity session where much discussion ensued among utilities
about the transition to NERC CIPv5, use of cyber security
frameworks, and C2M2. In next steps, DTE will lead an SGIP use
case development discussion and will work to create this discussion
with support of other members around implementing a security
framework. Other actions were also captured from the meeting and will
be carried forth by the Cybersecurity working group.
I recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the National

Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) for joint sponsorship of
making the Smart Grid Interoperability Process Reference Manual
(IPRM) into an ANSI standard. Thank you to the Smart Grid Testing &
Certification Committee and other members who worked hard to
produce this work.
As you know, we are in the midst of an active balloting process for the
election of the new Directors for the SGIP Board. The election process
ends March 20th. The role of the Director is to exercise fiduciary
oversight, assist with strategic planning, recruit new members, and
generate sponsorships. Please cast your vote to help us secure the
leadership we need to continue our organizations transformation and
growth. The new Board of Directors will be seated in April.
In February, SGIP was present at several key events including the
Electric Light & Power Executive Conference, DistribuTECH, 2015
NARUC Winter Committee Meetings, and IEEE.
Yeartodate we have added six new members and five additional
companies (two investorowned utilities, one municipality and two
software providers) express their intent to join as a result of our project
focused approach.
Warmest Regards,

Sharon Allan
President & CEO

SGIP 3rd Annual Conference Call for
Presenters Closes April 3

SGIP Kicks Off New Field Messaging Group in
Arizona

Members of the SGIP and interested colleagues met in Phoenix,
Arizona this past week for an allday facetoface discussion on the
launch of the Open Field Message Bus (OpenFMB) Project, a
special SGIP working group designed to leverage existing information
and Internet of Things (IoT) standards to create a new paradigm for
true interoperability and peertopeer, multivendor communication that
will increase business intelligence and operational efficiencies while
allowing for secure and reliable communication and faster decision
making in the field.
Using Duke Energy’s Distributed Intelligence Platform reference
architecture demonstrated in the “Coalition of the Willing” project as a
springboard, SGIP Members have taken the lead in defining the
OpenFMB concept as the way distributed applications and welldefined
interfaces can enable true interoperability and peertopeer data
exchanges between distributed power systems devices on the electric
grid’s field area network(s).
The OpenFMB initiative fosters new and innovative utility grid control
and management features and functionality by enabling devices to
communicate quickly with each other in an open, secure, and scalable
fashion to create a more resilient, reliable, and robust grid that is
integrated with the supplyside operations and demand planning.
Another key benefit is improved integration of grid devices and
services to enduse customer, especially in the wake of the fast
growth of distributed energy resources and the advent of transactive
energy.
The group has already identified ten existing use cases to review and
narrow to one or two for live demonstrations at SGIP’s Annual
Conference this November in New Orleans. With utility participation
and the inclusion of four test bed facilities – Ameren, CPS Energy,
Duke Energy and Southern California Edison – the OpenFMB Project
is making quick progress on its objectives.
"Our meeting in Phoenix brought fresh ideas, great learning and
sharing opportunities and some amazing outcomes in a short time. I'm
excited to see how momentum carries us into the demo at the SGIP
Annual Conference later this year," said Stuart McCafferty, SGIP Vice
President of Operations.
Representatives from multiple InvestorOwned Utilities (IOUs), North
American Energy Standards Board (NAESB), the Electric Power
Research Institute (EPRI), multiple DOE laboratories, multiple field
network vendors, and the UCA International Users Group are also
contributing to the effort. The working group has divided tasks and
additional meetings are scheduled including another facetoface
session in April 2015.
Those SGIP members interested in participating, may self subscribe
to the SGIP Team Workspace or contact the Chair for more

information. Nonmembers wishing to participate may contact Stuart
McCafferty directly at smccafferty@sgip.org.

Voting Underway for New Board of Directors
Electronic voting will remain open until March 20 to allow Participating
Member representatives time to review candidate backgrounds and
confer with their organizations on selection before casting their votes
for Directors by interest category and AtLarge. To confirm your
organization's representative and interest category, please review this
list and remind them to vote.
2015 Board of Directors Slate of Candidates
In the AtLarge Category:
Erich Gunther, EnerNex
Steve Widergren, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL)
In the “Asset Owners” Interest Category:
Jason Handley, Duke Energy
Suresh Kotha. SMUD
Glenn Pritchard, EXELON
James Romlein, City of Watertown, Wisconsin
In the “Consumer, Policy and Government” Interest Category:
Chris Greer, National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)
Chris Irwin, U.S. Department of Energy
Sasha Sud, Advanced Energy Centre
Brian Tivnan, MITRE Corporation, The
Nick Wagner, Iowa Utilities Board, National Association of Regulatory
Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Member
In the “Manufacturers” Interest Category:
Edward Beroset, Elster
Ed Eckert, Itron, Inc.
Robby Simpson, GE Digital Energy
In the “SDOs & Consortia” Interest Category:
John Caskey, National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA)
Mark Johnson, Energy Central; Utility Analytics Institute
Tony Thomas, National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA)
Mark Walters, ZWave Alliance
In the “Service Providers” Interest Category:
Andres Carvallo, CMG Consulting
David Forfia, Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT)
Stephen Knapp, Power Generation Services, Inc.
Any changes that might need to be made concerning your voting
representative or interest category, please contact Melissa at

membership@lists.sgip.org.

Upcoming Events
March 24‐25: Transactive Energy Challenge Preparatory Workshop
NIST, 100 Bureau Drive, Gaithersburg MD, 20899
This workshop is being organized in collaboration with DOE, and the
Gridwise Architectural Council. SGIP Transactive Energy group is
participating in this important program.
Learn more.

March 25‐26: Energy Thought Summit ‐ ets15
Austin, Texas
SGIP President Sharon Allan will be speaking on the Utility/Grid of the
Future Panel. View ets Podcast With SGIP CEO Sharon Allan.
Learn more about ets15.
March 26‐27: Grid 3.0 Workshop
NIST, 100 Bureau Drive, Gaithersburg MD, 20899
SGIP is sponsoring this important program.
Learn more.
April 9‐10: Public Utilities Fortnightly Conference: Utilities ‐ The
Uncertain Future
National Press Club, Washington, DC
SGIP President Sharon Allan will be speaking on the "How to
Accommodate Demand Response, Self‐Generation and Micro‐Grids
without Affecting Reliability" Panel.
Learn more.
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